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activities of the Soviet Union and Cuba in 
Africa are preventing individual nations 
from charting their own course. As mem­
bers of the world's greatest alliance. we 
cannot be indifferent to these events-be­
cause of what they mean Africa and 
because of their effect on the long-term 
interests of the alliance. I welcome the 
efforts of individual NATO allies to work 

peace in Africa and to support nations 
and in recently m 
Zaire. 

Our alliance has never been an end in 
itself. It is a way to promote stability and 
peace in Europe-and indeed, peace in the 
world at large. Our strength has made 
possible the pursuit of detente and agree­
ments to limit arms, while increasing the 
security of the alliance. Defense in Europe, 
East-West detente, and global diplomacy 
go hand-in-hand. 

Never before has a defensive alliance 
devoted so much effort to negotiate limita­
tions and reductions in armaments with its 
adversaries. Our record has no equal in the 
search for effective arms control agree­
ments. 

The United States continues to move 
forward in its negotiations with the Soviet 
Union on a new agreement to limit and 
reduce strategic arms. Our objective is to 
preserve and advance the security of all the 
members of our alliance. We will continue 
to consult and to work closely with our 
allies to insure that arms control efforts 
serve our common needs. 
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Europe to provide 

working for the 
offorces in 

security for all 
of arma-

thought and effort by each of our nations. 
Our alliance derives additional strength 
through our shared and experience. 

Finally, we face the challenge of promot­
ing the human values and rights that are the 
final purpose and of our alliance. 
The task is not easy; the way to liberty has 
never been. But our nations preeminently 
comprise the region of the world where 
freedom finds its most hospitable environ­
ment. As we seek to build detente, there­
fore, we must continue to seek full imple­
mentation, by Warsaw Pact countries as 
well as our own, of the Helsinki accords on 
security and cooperation in Europe that 
were signed three years ago. 

If we continue to build on the fundamen­
tal strength of the North Atlantic alliance, I 
am confident that we can meet any chal~ 
lenge in the years ahead. In the future, as in 
the past, the Government and people of the 
United States will remain steadfast to our 
commitment to peace and freedom that all 
of us, as allies, share together. 




